my injection kit. He sterilised the syringe and he drew
four tubes of morphine into it, asking me to give him the
injection. I was flabbergasted. He assured me that his
Asthma was very refractory to morphine and even four
times the normal dose would not touch it. Still, I refused
to take the responsibility of giving the injection. Where-
upon he injected it himself on the outer side of the thigh
without a wince.

I was a little apprehensive and got myself prepared
mentally to treat him for opium poisoning, but nothing
happened. The asthmatic fit was nicely controlled and he
was as cheerful as ever. During his stay, he was with me
in the consultation room and on my visits, discussing the
various clinical aspects of my cases. One night., I had to
visit a patient in an up-country village about eight miles
by cart track from a railway station. He wanted to
accompany me and help me during the visit. I agreed but
told him that the cold night air might provoke his asth-
matic attack. He reminded me how four ampoules of mor-
phia had aborted the attack and asked me to carry that
stock in my bag.

We completed the train journey at about 11.30 p.m.
An open double-bullock cart was waiting for us. It was
a glorious November cold night with full moon high up.
The trek was exhilarating. Mani started panting for
breath and was craving for the morphine injection. It
looked as though he could have his asthmatic attack to
order, so that morphia could be taken. I gave him the
ampoule and the syringe, and he had the injection in a jiffy*
His hard breathing was slowly getting under control, while
the slow monotonous rhythm of the" bullock-cart and the
tinkle of bullock-bells were lulling me to sleep. Mani, pro-
bably due to the morphia, was getting more and more
animated, reminiscent and confiding. He would not allow
me to close my eyes. He shouted "in the vernacular as if
to wake me from my sleep, "Have you had at any time an
affair witl'i any of your female patients or their relatives?"

I told him in English that I was thoroughly innocent
in that matter and that the morphine and the full moon
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